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" Lindley CE Infant School & Lindley Junior School

Dyslexia support for pupils

This information has been co-produced by the Special Educational Needs Coordinators from
both schools, to help parents understand the support that is in place as children move from
Reception and Key Stage 1 (ages 4-7) at Lindley CE Infant School into Key Stage 2 (ages 7-11)
at Lindley Junior School. There is a graduated approach to support, and both schools are
committed to ensuring that the learning needs of our pupils are met effectively by
identifying emerging learning needs early, and by offering the appropriate support to match
the individual needs of each child.

Careful observations and accurate assessment of reading in all year groups, enables
teachers to plan the appropriate next steps for all children. Both schools use a range of
assessments, including observation and standardised reading tests, to carefully monitor
reading progress and attainment. If class teachers have concerns about a child’s reading
progress at any age, these will be discussed with parents. Both schools actively encourage
parents to share their concerns too, and to let us know if there is a family history of dyslexia.
It is also helpful for parents to ensure that their child has had their vision and hearing
checked. Speech and language difficulties also impact on a child’s learning, and a referral to
Speech and Language Therapy may be appropriate. Any concerns should be discussed with
your child’s class teacher or the SENCO.

Where there are concerns about reading progress, additional assessments are used to
identify the specific gaps that may require additional, targeted support. For example, at
Lindley CE Infant School, phonological awareness assessments can help to identify gaps in
the foundation skills needed for early reading e.g. awareness of rhyme, alliteration,
syllables. At Lindley Junior School, Lucid Dyslexia Screener is used with some children to
identify the ‘risk’ of dyslexia. Increasingly specialised assessments can be used as children
progress through Key Stage 2 to identify specific reading challenges e.g. auditory/visual
memory, processing. The results of assessments help teachers to plan and implement the
appropriate support needed by each child.

Dyslexia diagnosis

The schools’ shared approach to supporting dyslexia is needs led, rather than diagnosis led.
We recognise that dyslexia can be identified early by identifying dyslexic traits. ‘Dyslexia
friendly’ teaching approaches are used in both schools to ensure that any child who is
dyslexic is effectively supported with or without a diagnosis. Teachers at both schools will
inform parents if they observe dyslexic traits or indicators. Infant School teachers share their
observations with Junior School staff as part of the transition process, to ensure continued
monitoring, assessment and additional support as needed in Year 3. Following additional
assessments and intervention in Year 3 and Year 4, specialist assessments to obtain a formal
dyslexia diaghosis may be considered (usually not until the child is aged 8 or over). We
understand that a diagnosis of dyslexia can be beneficial in helping children (and their
parents) to understand the learning challenges they are experiencing. The decision about
whether a specialist assessment is appropriate will be made on an individual basis by the
SENCO at Lindley Junior School, in consultation with parents.

Some parents choose to pay for a private diagnosis, which provide a report that should be
shared with the school. Advice and information provided in the report will be used to
inform teaching and support in school.
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Quality First Teaching for all children

Lindley CE Infant School

Lindley Junior School

Regular dyslexia training to develop staff knowledge and awareness
Dyslexia friendly teaching environments
Visual supports/check lists for instructions to aid organisation
Multi-sensory teaching approaches
Assessments are used to inform teaching and support plans

Daily systematic synthetic phonics
lessons (Twinkl Phonics) in all year
groups

Use of phonically decodable reading
books for all children, accurately
matched to the current phonic
ability of the child (books are from a
range of publishers and schemes)
Regular phonics assessments to
identify gaps in phonics and high
frequency word recognition
Children in Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and
2) taught in groups of children
working at the same level

Termly standardised reading
assessment

Use of phonically decodable reading
books from a range of schemes for
all pupils who have ‘gaps’ in their
phonic knowledge; texts will be
matched to the current phonic
ability of the child

Pupils in lower KS2 will be taught as
a small group of pupils who are
working at a similar level

Additional or different support for some children
(targeted and specific)

Flashcards to develop recognition of common exception words
Additional reading with an adult 1:1 using decodable reading books

Lindley CE Infant School

Lindley Junior School

Assessment of phonological
awareness e.g. rhyming, alliteration,
awareness of syllables, oral
segmenting and blending

Targeted phonological awareness
intervention (individual or in small
groups)

Targeted phonics ‘keep up’
intervention (individual or in small
groups)

Nessy ‘Hairy Readers’ (online
reading and spelling programme for
children aged 4-6) - used in Year 1/2
Adult support e.g. scribing to
support writing

Toe by Toe (highly structured,
phonics programme)

Nessy (online reading and spelling
programme for ages 6-11)

Laptops and iPads to support
writing and spelling (text to speech
software, spell check, typing)
Dyslexic dictionaries for older pupils
Additional home learning activities
matched to decodable reading book
e.g. matching games, word lists
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Transition

The teachers in Year 2 and Year 3, and the SENCOs from both schools, discuss each child’s
learning in detail as part of our transition programme in the summer term. This sharing of
information is key to ensuring that the Junior School is able to support each child to
experience a positive transition, and to continue making good progress as they start Key
Stage 2.

We realise that parents often feel anxious about how their child might cope with this big
change, and the increasing academic challenges of Key Stage 2. We hope this information
has helped to reassure parents that both schools work hard to ensure that each child’s
needs are supported at every stage of their school journey. Each child is an individual, and
our support for them is personalised to meet their specific needs.

If you have any questions or require any further support, please do not hesitate to contact
your child’s teacher or the SENCO at either school.

Anna O’Brien Emma McKenna
SENCO/Inclusion and Wellbeing Lead Headteacher/SENCO
Lindley CE Infant School Lindley Junior School

01484 646888 01484 654650
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Signs of dyslexia in primary aged children

There are some obvious signs such as a 'spiky' profile which means that a child has areas of
strong ability alongside areas of weakness. There may also be other family members with
similar weaknesses. Remember that not all dyslexic children will display the same

weaknesses and abilities.
General signs to look for are:

e Speed of processing: slow spoken and/or written language
e Poor concentration
o Difficulty following instructions

e Forgetting words
Written work

e Poor standard of written work compared with oral ability

¢ Produces messy work with many crossings out and words tried several times, e.g.
wippe, wype, wiep, wipe

e Confused by letters which look similar, particularly b/d, p/g, p/a, n/u, m/w

e Poor handwriting with many ‘reversals’ and badly formed letters

e Spells a word several different ways in one piece of writing

¢ Makes anagrams of words, e.g. tired for tried, bread for beard

¢ Produces badly set-out written work, doesn’t stay close to the margin

e Poor pencil grip

e Produces phonetic and bizarre spelling: not age/ability appropriate

e Uses unusual sequencing of letters or words
Reading

e Slow reading progress

¢ Finds it difficult to blend letters together

¢ Has difficulty in establishing syllable division or knowing the beginnings and endings
of words

e Unusual pronunciation of words

e No expression in reading, and poor comprehension

¢ Hesitant and laboured reading, especially when reading aloud

¢ Misses out words when reading, or adds extra words

¢ Fails to recognise familiar words
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Loses the point of a story being read or written

Has difficulty in picking out the most important points from a passage

Numeracy

Time

Skills

Confusion with place value e.g. units, tens, hundreds

Confused by symbols such as + and x signs

Difficulty remembering anything in a sequential order, e.g. tables, days of the week,
the alphabet

Has difficulty learning to tell the time

Poor time keeping

Poor personal organisation

Difficulty remembering what day of the week it is, their birth date, seasons of the
year, months of the year

Difficulty with concepts — yesterday, today, tomorrow

Poor motor skills, leading to weaknesses in speed, control and accuracy of the pencil
Limited understanding of non verbal communication

Confused by the difference between left and right, up and down, east and west
Indeterminate hand preference

Performs unevenly from day to day

Behaviour

Uses work avoidance tactics, such as sharpening pencils and looking for books
Seems ‘dreamy’, does not seem to listen

Easily distracted

Is the class clown or is disruptive or withdrawn

Is excessively tired due to amount of concentration and effort required

A cluster of these indicators alongside areas of ability may suggest dyslexia and further

investigation may be required.



