Charging and Remissions Policy

Charges are not made for activities that take place during school hours. These activities include:

e All aspects of the National Curriculum

e The provision of books, equipment, materials or transport in relation to any activity that cannot itself be
charged for. However, parents may be asked to contribute voluntarily towards the costs of materials or
ingredients where the finished product will then be owned by the pupil.

e Non-residential school trips and visits that take place substantially (50% or more) during school hours. A
contribution towards the costs will be requested but parents are under no obligation to contribute.

Charges are made for:

e Materials, books, instruments or equipment where the pupil’s parents wish him/her to own them
e Activities that are provided outside of school time that are not part of the National Curriculum,

e Residential School visits

e Cost of Damages

Charging for optional extra activities
Items included in the cost of optional extras include staffing costs (teaching and non-teaching) and
materials, books etc. provided in connection with the optional extra.

Residential School Visits

There will always be a charge for the board and lodging element on school visits irrespective of whether the
visit has occurred within school hours or not. Additionally, if more than half of the visit takes place outside
school hours, the remaining costs will be charged for in full. The cost of school visits includes a charge to
cover the cost of insurance whilst pupils are not on school premises.

Remission of Charges

At present, if a residential activity takes place largely during school time and the parents / guardian / carer

are in receipt of the following benefits, an application can be made for the normal charge for the school trip

to be waived:

e Income Support or Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

e The Guarantee Credit element of State Pension Credit

e Income Related Employment & Support Allowance

e Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

e Child Tax Credit (providing that they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income
(as assessed by the Inland Revenue) that does not exceed £16,190

This aligns with the eligibility criteria for free school meals.

Breakages and losses
We ask parents / carers to replace or purchase lost items of school property. The cost of wilful damage to
school buildings or property will be charged to parents / carers by the school.

Voluntary contributions

All the education provided during normal school hours is at no charge to pupils. There is no charge for any
activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum, with the exception of some individual or small-group
music tuition provided by peripatetic teachers from Kirklees Music School, which is a registered charity.
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When organising school visits or visitors to enrich the curriculum and the educational experience of the
children, the school invites parents and carers to contribute to the cost. All contributions are voluntary. If we
do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include
children whose parents or carers have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently
from any others.

If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary
contribution, the child will still participate fully in the trip or activity. Sometimes the school pays additional
costs in order to support the visit. Parents and carers have a right to know how each trip is funded, and the
school provides this information.

The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the school, which require voluntary contributions
from parents and carers. These activities are known as 'optional extras'. This list is not exhaustive:

e visits to museums;

e sporting activities which require transport expenses;

e musical activities which require transport expenses;

e outdoor adventure activities;

e visits to or by a theatre company;

e workshop events held in school e.g. Robot Workshop, Architectural Workshop etc,;

At Lindley Junior School voluntary contributions can be requested as follows for activities in the school day:
e to cover the cost of transport to an activity (100%);
e to cover the cost of a workshop session held away from school
e to cover the cost of a workshop session from an expert / group held in school;

Teachers must take account of the money requested from parents; either as a charge (residential visits) or
as a requested voluntary contribution in the course of each academic year, and try to ensure that these are
spaced across the three terms, and across the four years of attendance at Lindley Junior School.

After school coaching

The school invites a range of qualified coaches, who are not members of the school staff, to organise and
run these sessions. The coaches make a small charge per pupil for these sessions.
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